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Editor 

Coin World 

Sidney News Building 
Sidney, Ohio 


Dear Sir: 


fhe letters to the editor as te the "so»called" 1787 

half dollar have become personal rather than numismatic. 

Art Lovi's letter in the July 20, 1962 Goin World sug- 

geste sorrow at the content of George Fuld's letter (June 

8, 1962) ealling the eoin a known forgery. Lovi should 
reread the first sentence of his own article in the April 
27, 1962 Coin World in which he stated that he “would like 
to submit for the numismatic world’s approval a coin which I 
(Lovi) think is one of the greatest discoveries in American 
numismatic history". The coin is leter described as "an 
unknown ¢oin", CGoupled with headlines reading "Lovi Reports 
Unlisted Coin in U.S.Half Dollar Series" a reader would 
tend to believe that the owner thought that he had a 

genuine coin. A raised eyebrow resulted when Levi sub- 
sequently wrote in the Coin World (July 20) that his 

article *did not make any clains". 


Lovi asked for competent opinions about the coin. Fuld 
responded accordingly and save him an opinion. Lovi now 
states that Fuld was not justified in giving an opinion 
without seeing the coin. A picture of the 1787 piece 

had originally been published by Lovi. Fuld obviously 
felt that it was unnecessary to examine the coin because 
he already was familiar with the variety from numisnatie 
publications and study and Lovi apparently was not. 


In the May, 1916 Numiematist (p.222) a 1787 counterfeit 
half dollar was mentioned in. answer to an article pub- 
lished in that magagine the previous month (p.133) de- 
seribing a sinilar type with a blurred date of either 

1782 or 1787. In the Coin Colleetors' Journal for Noveunber, 
1950, John J, Pord, Jr. illustrated and deseribed as a 
fabrication the same variety of 1787 half dollar as Lovi 

has ag well as a similar one with the ineosplete and im- 
possible date 1878, dudd notes the existence of a 1787 
half doliar as a false piece, 
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Accordingly, many may believe that Lovi was not justi- 


_ fied in being critical of Fuld and owes Fuld an apology. 


Very truly yours, 


eG 
Be beatae ito 2 
Eric P.Wewman, President 
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November 7, 1962 


Mr. Richard Breadon 
American Numismatic Society 
Broadway at 156th St. 

New York 32, New York 


Dear Dick: 


In the Index of “Literature, page 332, yeu 
cited an article by Arthur Lovi on a 1787 
Half Dollar. This index insertion night 

be misleading because the coin is 6 deliber- 
ate forgery. 


In Letters to the Editor cf Coin World, 
published June 8, 1962, August 3, 1962 
and August 2), 1962, this matter has been 
exposed and it would be edvisable to in- 
clude the exposure in your next edition 
of Literature as long as you have listed 
its announcement. 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 
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